First Lutheran Church Today

The congregation
will soon begin its eight-
eenth decade of service to
its members and to the
Springfield community.
Thousands have worshipped

\\‘ e 1
here at the northeast corner \/_
of west High Street and Wit-

N
tenberg Avenue and served

area needs. Baptisms, con-

firmations, weddings, funerals, worship services,
communion services, Sunday school class, youth
gatherings, church suppers, church council meet-
ings and women’
The members live out their Christian commitment
in worship, praise, mutual support and commu-
nity and social service.

We continue our ministry
with a focus on young peo-
ple as well as the older,
with members from all over
the county and beyond. We
maintain our memberships
downtown to help meet the
special needs of our mem-
bers and our neighborhood,
the center city.

The center city is now in-
volved in a major makeover and First Lutheran
Church anticipates its new role. The Springfield
Regional Medical Center will make the center city
a hub for patients, their families, and medical pro-
fessionals.

We anticipate a special ministry to many
of these individuals. We already maintain a sup-
port program for patients at the Springfield Can-
cer Center. We look forward to the future while
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Traditional liturgical services are of-
fered every Sunday at 8:00 AM and

10:30 AM. Child care is available at the

10:30 AM service.

Sunday school activities for children
and adults are available beginning at
9:15 AM.

An informal Wednesday night service is
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pot luck dinner.

All are welcome to attend!

For more information, feel free to
check out our website

www.firstlutheranspringfield.org
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First Lutheran Church
30 South Wittenberg Avenue
Springfield, Ohio 45502
(937) 323-9703
firstlutheran@sbcglobal.net
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Springfield’” s hist or iletheB88asagtleeltowrgeel, cdloties Following the war, city population

theran Church is the oldest congregation of of members from the church left to start new moved to the suburbs and First witnessed
Lutherans in Springfield. Reverend John Leh- congregations in town. The English Evangelical ~ another transition in its long life. Deciding to
l________—| man, a missionary from Lutheran Church became First Lutheran when remain to downtown Springfield, it became
Pennsylvania, in 1841, a group established the Second Lutheran an inner city congregation. It serves a mis-
gathered the scattered Lu- Church at Selma Road and Clifton Avenue. sion helping to feed and house the needy.
theran in the area to form Subsequently Third, Fourth, Fifth and Calvary Springfield’s pop
CHURCH a congregation. When Rev. o rches were also established. First also pro- ple moved to the suburbs and industry de-
“;;TI“ IEizaavl\(/i[cI:;EZ:nectc:IeStabr; vided leadership and assistance in the estab- clined; downtown businesses moved to the
g Lollege, he lishment of Trinity, St. Mark, Grace and Au- malls. The congre-

became the pastor and for-

. . burn congregations. This growth occurred as gation remained i
mally organized the congregation. Keller was oL . &
. . Springfield grew to 80,000 people and became where it was and in |
influenced by Americanists among Lutherans . . .

a major industrial city. Thus, First was the 1955 constructed a
who sought to adapt the German church to y .

: . mot her church f or Lturéeltery, mod-

the United States and to Americanize the Ger- - ) o o

. American west and in Springfield as well. ern Christian edu-
man immigrants. They supported reform ef- ) -
forts such as anti-slavery, temperance, world It became a large downtown church fa- cation facility. In
peace, the Sunday school and social services. mous for its large adult Sunday school and its 2005 it was reno-

Wittenberg University began here and great musical tradition. A Sunday choir has vated and up-
all the classes were held here from 1845 to been singing for well over a century and musi- dated. The entire
1851. The congregat i o%ldirggorshayegnclyded oytsiprdinglesd- | e dagilitygwith the
church. Presidents Ke”er’ Sprecher, He|W|g ers in Lutheran church music. exception of the
and Ort were members and pastors. Nearly With the coming of the depression in balcony, is now
the entire early faculty were members and the 1930s, First Lutheran expanded its long handicap accessi-
many faculty and staff are today. standing work in social missions becoming ac- ble.

Reverend Michael Hamma, after whom tive in the Lutheran Inner Mission, in programs Throughout our history, First Lu-
Hamma School of Theology was named, (now to assist needy members and neighbors, and in  theran has been engaged in two important
part of the Trinity Seminary in Columbus) was home and foreign missions. | tasks: to minister to the needs of our mem-
once our pastor. The college paid pew rent to During World War I, l "”‘gg | bers as they seek to live out their faith in a
the church for many students who were mem-  there was a growing indus- gl [Resurtecion] !l  very complicated and ever changing society
bers. Many, upon graduation, moved west to trialization of the commu-  §CFanalthe [Ljife Il and to reach out to others in the community
establish congregations from here to Califor- nity. We served member wlblonorlot alll] Wwho are searching for a relationship with

nia. Our present building, built in 1869, en- families with loved ones in
compasses parts of the north and west walls
of the original building. The ground floor as-
sembly room is called Wittenberg Hall to com-
memor ate the school
space.

God —the Father, Son and Holy Spirit —and
to others in need. We are resolved, with the
help of God, to continue to serve those
whom God sends our way, in a community
of faith that is alive, active and involved.

the armed forces, com-
memorated in the stained
. _glass window in the north-
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ary.




